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The Honorable Anthony A. Alaimo
Senior Judge
United States District Court
Southern District of Georgia
Sea Island, Georgia
EARLY HISTORY

On March 29, 1929, Anthony A. Alaimo was born near Termini on the
island of Sicily. His family immigrated to the United States when he
was two years old. The Alaimo family was naturalized as United States
citizens in 1928. Alaimo grew up in Jamestown, New York, and
graduated from high school there in 1937. After high school, he
attended Ohio Northern University at Ada, Ohio, and graduated in 1940.
In college, he excelled in academics and athletics, specifically Golden
Gloves boxing as a welterweight, while working his way through as a
barber. While at Ohio Northern, he met and courted Jeanne Loy, the
daughter of Frank Loy, Dean of the College of Education.
A fiercely patriotic Italian-American, Alaimo volunteered for active
duty and was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army Air
Force. He qualified and served as a B-26 bomber pilot, assigned to the
8th Air Force stationed in England. In the course of a low-level attack
against German positions in which all eleven American planes were lost,
Alaimo's plane was hit by flack and ditched in the North Sea. Seriously
wounded, he was the only member of his crew of six to survive. He was
picked up by a patrol boat and taken into German captivity.
During his imprisonment, Alaimo participated with fellow Americans
in preparing the tunnel through which "The Great Escape" (from the
movie title) took place. Prior to that escape, Alaimo was transferred to
another stalag. After two unsuccessful escape attempts, for which he
could have been shot, and two stints in solitary confinement, he finally
did escape in February 1945. Blending in with and aided by forced
laborers from France, Alaimo was able to eventually cross the Italian
border and receive sanctuary from a sympathetic family in Milan.
Alaimo has revealed in later years that during his hiding in Milan, he
boldly, and perhaps foolishly, persuaded his host family to let him attend
an opera performance, The Barber of Seville. Remarkably, he found
himself seated at the performance next to a German SS colonel.
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Thereafter, Alaimo crossed the Italian frontier into Switzerland. Once
he convinced them that he was indeed an American Army officer and not
an Italian refugee, he was transported to liberated France, and then
flown back to the United States. After a short period of leave, he
resumed training with a bomber unit for deployment to the Pacific.
However, the war ended, and he married his beloved Jeanne in a
ceremony conducted by his brother, Philip, a Methodist minister.
THE POST-WAR YEARS
After marrying, Alaimo and his bride traveled south to Atlanta, where
Emory had an opening in its law school class. Living in a war-surplus
trailer and sustained by GI Bill benefits, Alaimo went on to finish second
in his class, and his portrait is displayed there as one of the school's
distinguished graduates. Upon graduation, he entered the practice of law
in Atlanta.
The early years of his practice were not easy. Parochialism was strong,
and someone who was both a "Yankee" and a "foreigner" was not readily
accepted. Sensing better opportunities for his law practice, Alaimo
moved to the southeast Georgia coast and established his home and law
practice in Brunswick, Georgia. There he excelled as a tough, honest,
sincere and extraordinarily effective plaintiff's lawyer. Always the
champion of the disadvantaged, Alaimo could never suffer injustice in
any quarter, by anyone.
Not content to serve his community through the practice of law alone,
Alaimo also chose a path of public service and devoted his characteristic
energy and prowess to it.
In 1965, he was elected to the Glynn County Board of Commissioners
(the form of county government in Georgia) and served as its Chairman
in 1966. He was the first Republican to serve on the Commission since
Reconstruction. He also served as counsel to the Republican Party of
Georgia.
He was appointed by the participating governments as a charter
member of the Coastal Area Planning and Development Commission
serving 26 Georgia coastal municipalities. He served on its board for 13
years and held its chairmanship from 1968 to 1971. He is the only
person to have ever served as Chair for three terms.
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JUDICIAL SERVICE

On December 20, 1971, Aaimo was appointed United States District
Judge for the Southern District of Georgia. His was a new position. He
joined the late Judge Alexander A. Lawrence as the district's second
judge. Judge Alaimo became Chief Judge of the district on November 1,
1976, and held that status until March 28, 1990. Judge Alaimo took
senior status in January 1991, but he has continued a workload in
excess of most "active" judges.
Many judges across the country have rendered extraordinarily good
service to the public. As a newly appointed judge in the Deep South,
however, Judge Alaimo served at the expense of personal friendships
and at the risk of physical danger and mental hardship. Those judges
who upheld the law in the early days of school desegregation and civil
rights litigation did so in the face of vindictiveness, vituperation,
personal insult, and other abuses. The judges who have so served paid
a dear price for any personal or professional satisfaction that they may
have gleaned from the experience. Judge Alaimo is archetypical of those
who enforced the law regardless of the consequences to himself and his
family. Judge Alaimo heroically answered an immutable call for social
change. Few outside our part of the country fully comprehend the
personal sacrifice involved.
The personal courage that judge Alaimo exhibited as a young pilot and
prisoner of war has been displayed throughout the course of his judicial
service. During the 1970s, his work throughout the 43 counties of the
district kept him on the road more than six months per year. A wiry,
athletic man-given to no excess except duty--Judge Alaimo suffered a
heart attack in 1974. After a strong recovery, he later underwent triple
coronary artery bypass surgery in the fall of 1980. The same procedure
was required again in subsequent years. On each occasion, it took
Herculean efforts from family and colleagues to persuade him to set
aside his judicial work long enough to receive the medical attention he
needed, and then to recuperate long enough to recover. After each
ordeal, he rushed his physicians to allow him to resume the full load of
the district's business.
Another example of his courage occurred in 1979. Following the tragic
murder of Judge John Wood of the Western District of Texas, a call went
out to judges to volunteer to come to Texas in the uncertain atmosphere
following the assassination. Judge Alaimo immediately accepted and
served there with distinction.
In fact, Judge Alaimo has volunteered to assist his colleagues in other
districts throughout his tenure. On at least 30 occasions, he has served
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for days, weeks and even months in judicial districts of Texas, Ohio,
Alabama, Florida, Illinois, Missouri, and Pennsylvania.
Some of Judge Alaimo's judicial work has been groundbreaking. His
opinion reorganizing election districts in Burke County, Georgia,
correctly anticipated the holding of the United States Supreme Court in
Mobile v. Bolden, 446 U.S. 55 (1980), and was affirmed in the enlightening opinion of Rogers v. Lodge, 458 U.S. 613 (1982). The Supreme
Court's opinion and that of the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals compliment the work of the trial judge.
Judge Alaimo transformed Georgia's penal system when he presided
over a case involving the State Prison at Reidsville. Guthrie v. Evans,
Case No. 3068 (1973-1983). After months of hearings, reams of writing
and review, and years of pendency, Judge Alaimo's handling of this class
action serves as a model of prison reform.
When the judges of the Northern District of Georgia were recused, it
was Judge Alaimo who, in 1994, presided over the highly publicized and
significant prosecutions of Atlanta government officials charged with
bribery in connection with the operation of the Atlanta airport.
Likewise, when a judge was needed for the obstruction of justice trial of
Walter Leroy Moody, who bombed appeals court Judge Robert Vance, it
was Judge Alaimo who presided.
Even though it was personally painful to do so, it was Judge Alaimo
who joined other persons committed to the absolute integrity of the
federal bench in pursing charges of malfeasance in office on the part of
a fellow district court judge in Florida. This perseverance ultimately
resulted in that judge's impeachment.
Judge Alaimo's judicial service has been an inspiring example for
lawyers and judges throughout the region. A virtuoso trial lawyer, he
demanded, and received, elevated standards of performance from the
bar. The improvements that he has made in the federal practice of his
district are both obvious and subtle. His leadership in professionalism
has shaped the expectations and standards of the district in such a way
as to benefit the public for years to come. It was he who drafted and
implemented Local Rules for the district beginning in 1976, and thus
standardized and streamlined the work of the court. The faithful
adherence to the Local Rules by the district bar is a testament to his
commitment to fair but expeditious resolutions of disputes.
Without exception, lawyers observe with praise his efficient, prompt,
dependable, and thoroughly professional conduct of criminal and civil
trials. While the hallmark of his service has been efficiency, he is a
patient and tolerant man, and a prodigious worker. His great output of
written and bench rulings is of the highest quality. His long hours in
conference and on the bench are unusually productive.
Pretrial
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procedures, virtually nonexistent before his advent, have been at the
His pretrial
highest level of precision and usefulness for years.
conferences are known to be exceptionally effective in the settlement of
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engineering the informal resolution of disputes.
When the request was made to serve in the administration of the
entire federal judicial system, of course, Judge Alaimo was willing to
serve and did so with distinction. He served on the Judicial Conference
of the United States from 1990 to 1993, and on its Executive Committee
during 1992-1993. This was particularly prestigious because he served
while carrying a full caseload as a senior judge, as his successor had not
yet been appointed.
While Judge Alaimo may well be as close to perfect as a district judge
can be, he is human, but just slightly so. At five feet, seven inches, he
is a giant among people of all walks of life. He is a sensitive, compassionate man of great heart. His ethics and integrity might be more likely
found in a papal candidate than a judge. His charm is infectious to men
and women alike. His sense of humor is copious and well-developed, but
never clownish. His wit is dry, sometimes biting, but never sarcastic.
In any gathering his only equal is his patient, sweet, delightful wife to
whose check and balance he dutifully submits in a graceful and tender
way.
The bench and bar are of one outspoken voice in admiration of Judge
Alaimo and his accomplishments. Sterling character, devotion to the
betterment of all mankind, a brilliant mind, superior education, lifetime
experience, unbridled imagination, boundless generosity, and total
dedication to this nation and its laws make Judge Alaimo one of the best
federal district judges in the country. It is altogether fitting that this
great American be honored by Mercer University as an example of a life
lived with courage, dignity, honor, and devotion to duty.
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Transcript
The Honorable Anthony A. Alaimo
December 4, 2003

R. KIRBY GODSEY Good morning. I am Kirby Godsey, and I serve
as president of Mercer University. I want to thank each of you for being
with us on this very special day as we honor Judge Anthony A. "Tony"
Alaimo; not only one of the most respected individuals in the judicial
system and legal professi-n, but also a person who is revered and
respected universally by his community, his friends, and his family.
At this time Mr. David Hudson, who serves as a partner in the law
firm of Hull, Towill, Norman, Barrett and Salley in Augusta and is a
member of Mercer University's Board of Trustees, will come forward to
offer remarks. Following Mr. Hudson, the Honorable Louis Sands of
Albany, Chief Judge of the United States District Court, Middle District
of Georgia, and also a member of the Mercer University's Board of
Trustees, will lead us in an invocation.
Mr. Hudson.
DAVID E. HUDSON: On behalf of Mercer University, its Trustees
who are assembled here, the students, its faculty and administration, a
most gracious welcome to all of you on this special occasion. We are
gathered here to honor one of, if not the most unforgettable person, we
will ever know. It is an occasion that every one of us here will
remember for the rest of our lives, and it will be forever recorded in the
annals of this university, which is now in its one hundred and seventieth
year.
We extend a special welcome to Mrs. Jeanne Alaimo, the love of the
Judge's life and his life's companion for these last fifty-seven years. Her
presence today and her role in the Alaimo family brings to mind an
occasion described by our own beloved Judge Gus Bootle, who is one of
Mercer's life trustees. He would be so proud if he could be here today to
witness these proceedings, Judge Alaimo.
Judge Bootle, who was a federal judge here in Macon and the Middle
District that also included Albany, was invited to speak to one of the
civic clubs in Albany. Judge Bootle told us he received a lavish
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introduction. In fact, the president of the club referred to Judge Bootle
as a "Great Man."
After the speech, Mrs. Bootle and the Judge-they were driving back
to Macon-and Judge Bootle turned to Miss Virginia and asked,
"Virginia, did you hear that introduction?" She said, "Yes." They drove
a little further. Judge Bootle then asked, "Did you hear him refer to me
as a great man?" She said, "Yes." They drove a little further. He said,
"Virginia, do you think there is such a thing as great men?" She said,
"Yes, but one fewer than you do." Miss Jeanne, we thank you for
playing a role just like that.
As I explained to our honoree when he expressed some reluctance
about this occasion, our purpose here is more than to pay tribute to the
life and works of one "great man." The larger purpose is to remind us
all, and those who will follow us, of the ability to demonstrate in one
man or woman's life the most admirable qualities of courage, perseverance, devotion to duty, integrity and excellence.
It is especially appropriate that an institution of higher learning
emphasize personal virtues as well as learning. It is not enough to
merely know. Instead, we strive for and we celebrate today the
combination of knowledge with faith, virtue, high ideals, and service to
one another. The reality is that Judge Alaimo honors us. He honors us
by shouldering the burden of accolades so that we all may reflect on our
own abilities and responsibilities to be better persons than we would
otherwise be.
Judge, you have our deepest gratitude, and we thank you. We thank
you all for being here to participate in this joyous occasion and in the
luncheon that follows. Welcome.
HON. W. LOUIS SANDS: Let us pray. Oh, God, creator of the
universe, a source of knowledge, perfect ruler, and just and ultimate
judge, we take this moment to acknowledge and thank you for this day,
for this distinguished university, and for this happy occasion. We thank
you also for those who serve this institution in many important ways
and especially for the one whom we honor and pay tribute to for a
lifetime of distinguished and unselfish service, the Honorable Anthony
A. Alaimo.
We thank you, too, for the special and important role of the rule of law
in a free society. We ask also for your continued blessings upon this
Nation, its leaders, and especially those who serve in uniform in places
where there is an absence of your peace.
Lastly, during this time of Advent, we are reminded of and thank you
for your most precious and unselfish gift of love, the gift of Jesus.
Enlighten us, direct and guide us all that we may take pause and join,
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even during this troubled and dangerous era, in the angelic refrain of
that first Christmas long ago: glory to God, glory to God in the highest,
peace on earth and goodwill toward men. Amen.
R. KIRBY GODSEY: We are honored today to have several members
of the legal community present to remark and to share with us
remembrances about Judge Alaimo.
First will be the Honorable J. L. Edmondson from Atlanta who serves
as the Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the
Eleventh Circuit. Judge Edmondson will also introduce some of our
other speakers today.
Judge Edmondson.
HON. J. L. EDMONDSON: It is a great privilege to be Chief Judge
of a federal judicial circuit. One of the opportunities that being Chief
Judge offers to a person is the chance to speak for all the other federal
judges in Georgia, Florida, and Alabama. That task is not always easy
because, as you may know, federal judges do not always agree.
But today, the task is not a very difficult task because I have complete
confidence that all federal judges would agree to say this: No judge in
this circuit is more admired, more respected, or more loved than Tony
Alaimo. And every judge in this circuit is very pleased and proud for
Judge Alaimo to receive this great recognition.
This morning you are going to hear from a number of very fine
speakers about a life that is truly distinguished as a member of the Bar
and as a member of the federal bench. But it is important to remember
that before Tony Alaimo became a lawyer or a judge, he had already
rendered distinguished and heroic service to our beloved country as an
aviator in the Army Air Corps and the European Theater of Operations
in World War II and as a prisoner of war in that theater.
When federal judges are together, we often remind ourselves that we
do not rule America, we serve it, and that the American people have
paid to live in a country where the rule of law prevails. They have paid
with their blood, the blood of their children, and the blood of their
fathers.
In the case of Tony Alaimo, he knows firsthand and full well what it
costs to live in a country where the rule of law prevails. He is a shining
example to all lawyers and to all judges. And it is an honor for me to be
up here.
It is also an honor to introduce the people who will be speaking in
greater detail. These are very distinguished lawyers and judges in their
own right.
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The Honorable James C. Hill, who is a senior judge of my court; Mr.
James Bishop, who is a very distinguished lawyer, a member of the Bar
of Georgia who practices in Brunswick, and, by the way, is chairman of
the Board of Trustees of Mercer University; the Honorable Dudley H.
Bowen, Jr., who is the Chief Judge of the Southern District of Georgia;
the Honorable Terrell Hodges of the Middle District of Florida, for whom
I was very recently-last month-speaking at an awards ceremony in
the Supreme Court when he was recognized as one of the great district
judges in the country; and the Honorable Gerald Tjoflat, who before I
was Chief Judge and before Macon's Lanier Anderson was Chief Judge,
served for seven years as Chief Judge of the Eleventh Circuit.
These are fine lawyers and fine judges, and they have come to pay
tribute to what I believe is a great man.
HON. JAMES C. HILL: I consider it a great honor to have just a
little part in this occasion honoring Tony Alaimo. Jeanne, I think I can
claim to have known Tony as long as anyone else here and perhaps
longer than any other, except you.
I'm supposed to tell you about Tony Alaimo, the law student. He and
I were law students together at Emory Law School in those years right
after the War. And when one of my generation says "the War," I'm
speaking of the Second World War.
It is impossible to try to tell you what he knew about the Rule in
Shelley's case or what he knew about defeasible fees subject to being
divested or the other important and exciting things that you get in law
school. But I think I might be able to tell some of you and remind some
of the others of what law school was like in those years right after the
War.
We had all gone through a rather maturing experience for the previous
several years. We were not exactly school boys and school girls on
campus. We were making up for lost time.
Emory happened to be an opportunity to make up for some lost time
because it had survived the War, when all the male students were off in
the service, by running an evening division and educating some
business people and others in downtown Atlanta who could use a law
degree in their business. They kept the faculty and the law school
together that way. As I understood, it was the only accredited evening
opportunity south of Washington D.C.
So, many of us went there. We could work. We could go to law school.
We were married or could get married, and catch up on those things that
we had missed for the preceding three or four years.
But when you came to Atlanta then to go to school, there was no
place to live. I think for seven or eight years, the major work people
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were doing besides their careers was trying to find a better place to live.
They hadn't built anything for five years. Married students sometimes
were lucky enough to get some place. Tony and Jeanne, I think, had
palatial quarters in some reconstituted old Lrailit uuteineiUblockl
s that
they had arranged up and down the street. I was mistaken. My
recollection is that was called Lower Slabovia. But it wasn't. Lower
Slabovia was even worse. That's all I can say about it. But Tony and
Jeanne got those.
We had various classes. You know, you think when you are in a
university or college you know who's in your class. Well, of course, as
the people came back from the war, some had a year of law already.
Some had two years of law. Some like Tony and I had none. We were
freshmen, and second year, and third year students all mixed in and
mingled together.
To this day, every year, the classes of, I think, '47, '48, '49, and '50 all
have one joint reunion because we never could remember which class we
were in. And we studied together.
I think what we were, though, anxious to do in that time was a bit
more serious than usual college days. We were pretty hard workers and
got our degrees and were able to practice law.
Now I am going to impose on the next speaker for just a half a minute
to tell you about Tony's post-graduate education in law.
He and I took advanced classes in trial practice in the old civil court
of Fulton County, which was a great court. And we had big cases.
Sometimes two hundred and fifty dollars would be riding on the outcome
of our trial. And we tried full jury trials before some great judges and
learned something about how to try a case.
I think, Tony, if I'm correct, that though maybe he has tried some
larger cases, what you do if you have a two million, five hundred
thousand dollar case is just move the decimal place mentally back to two
hundred and fifty dollars and have at it.
I will say what I learned about this great lawyer, besides his qualities
and abilities. I learned that he was a professional, someone that some
people referred to then-and I don't know if they do now-as a telephone
lawyer. A telephone lawyer is a lawyer with whom you could have an
agreement over the telephone and you didn't have to put it in writing.
Thank you, Tony.
JAMES A. BISHOP: Beyond the influence of our parents who gave us
life and set all of us on the roads that we traveled, most of us are shaped
indelibly in our thoughts and our values are fine-tuned by a few human
artisans that help us craft the principles and priorities that give color
and texture and definition to the character of our lives. These master

1058

MERCER LAW REVIEW

[Vol. 55

mentors are very often unassuming. They're quiet. They're guiding.
They're nudging.
They set before us higher expectations, requiring us to take the longer
look instead of settling for easy answers. They place into our very souls
the respect for discipline and a devotion to professional responsibility.
They encourage us to choose the higher road, the higher pathway in our
service to our clients and in developing our professional relationships
and responsibilities.
Judge Alaimo has been my master mentor. He has been a human
artisan that has cared enough for a very young professional to help form
the values that have guided my entire career.
I'll take you back to the summer of 1967. While an unpopular war
was raging and some cities were burning, I had the incredible good
fortune to move from the classroom of Mercer Law School to a new
schoolroom, the rigorous and disciplined learning place of the law office
of Anthony A. Alaimo. And rigorous and disciplined it was.
Before I could even find the water cooler-I'm not sure we had a water
cooler-I was dispatched by this awesome gentleman to prepare a trial
brief. Soon I learned that providence had sure enough landed me to
work alongside and be tutored by this gentle but giant legal mind who
was arguably the most effective trial lawyer to ever serve the court,
characteristically better prepared than his peers and always incredibly
persuasive.
He surely hated to lose even more than he enjoyed winning. My best
recollection is that he lost only one case during the five years that we
practiced law together. You had to look out for the losses. It was no fun
being in his vicinity during his recovery period.
Mercer gave me a degree and my formal legal education. Judge
Alaimo bestowed upon me the mantle of professional responsibility
which I wear proudly even today. He has given me many gifts but let
me focus my remarks on four that have had and will have an enduring
presence in my life.
First, he taught me to appreciate the value of professional development. From my very first day as a new lawyer, he encouraged my
participation in the organized Bar. As a result, I began to serve in the
Young Lawyers Section of the State Bar, serving ultimately as its
president in 1972. Because of his encouragement and his willingness to
let me do that, I developed many relationships and friendships with
lawyers and judges that have enriched my life and my work over the last
thirty-six years.
Second, he taught me to choose and to understand my priorities in life.
He believed that our orders of service ought to be, first, our faith; second,
our families; third, our profession; and fourth, our communities. You
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and I all know that our professions and our communities would be
immeasurably advanced if we could all get our orders of service right.
Third, he taught me to love the law. The law and the system ofjustice
that supports the law serve as a principal foundation for the civilization
that we all enjoy. The philosopher Plato once said, "Civilization is the
victory of persuasion over force." The law is the chief weapon of
civilization. The law enables us to transform human conflict through the
power of civility and reason. Judge Alaimo loved the law. He still loves
the law.
Fourth, he gave me a sense of the high calling that we have chosen
and the almost sacred responsibility to represent our clients with
diligence and integrity. Whenever he accepted a client's representation,
he pursued it with extraordinary dedication and commitment, regardless
of the cost, regardless of the sacrifice. He was willing to represent the
less fortunate to assure that the bar of justice was accessible to those
who could not afford the high cost of talented legal counsel. He taught
me to practice my profession with discipline, with integrity, and with
compassion.
"Honor" is a word that is being tossed by too many of us into the
dustbin of obsolescence. My friend and my mentor embodies the true
meaning of being a man of high honor. His very presence challenges us
to take care of the law, to care for our professions as lawyers and jurists,
and to serve the good of humankind by holding up the canons of Justice.
He teaches us that lawyers and jurists have a responsibility to become
bearers of lanterns of light in a world of uncertainty and fear and that
our highest calling requires that we become instruments of hope and
that we serve as keepers of reason and justice.
This is a proud moment for me as I join my distinguished colleagues
here in saluting my friend and my mentor, Anthony A. Alaimo.
HON. DUDLEY BOWEN: Let me begin by saying to you, Mr.
Chairman, and to you, Mr. President, how honored I am to join this most
distinguished group to say a few words about our friend, Tony Alaimo.
An honor truly, and what a pleasure it is.
If it is the purpose of the corporate body of Mercer University-and I
think it is-to demonstrate here by this tribute an example of service to
this republic, then no finer model could be crafted by the finest of fiction
than is seen in the truth of Anthony A. Alaimo.
My assignment is to talk about his service to the court. And as you
can see by the program, that is a big topic. It's going to take two of us
to do it. Another way of interpreting that is to say that Judge Terry
Hodges is here to correct whatever errors I make, to mop up, as the case
may be.
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This commentary on Tony's service to the court is not to say simply,
"Oh, we've got a very good judge over in the Southern District of
Georgia."
That's not why Lanier Anderson, Stan Birch, Duross
Fitzpatrick, Wilbur Owens and Hugh Lawson, and so many other judges,
the distinguished trustees, and this podium group have come forward
today. No, it's a lot deeper than that. The grain has much more luster
and beauty than that.
Think for a moment about the importance of that ephemeral quality
of judicial independence in our constitutional government. When it
comes right down to it, the independence of the judiciary-federal and
state-is the final bulwark in our system of government that protects
not only the rights of individuals-but yes, your money, your private
property rights, and your fortunes.
No one-no one judge, no one individual-has a greater or deeper
understanding of that concept than Tony Alaimo. Now I can tell you
about many significant rulings he has made, many very difficult cases
he has handled, the way in which he has served courts all over this
country, and the quality of justice-indeed, a generation of better
lawyering that he has brought to the Southern District of Georgia. We
would get mired in detail-and I would exceed my time limit.
What I will tell you is that Tony Alaimo has polished, has nurtured,
has embellished and perfected the majesty of the law-the rule of law,
not of men in this country. Many good lawyers have the ability to sort
through the issues that are faced from the federal bench. But the great
judge, the Tony Alaimos of this nation, people like him, John Sirica, Bob
Mehridge and Gus Bootle, are those that project the dignity of the court,
and the correct and proper image of the majesty of the law to the public,
and so inculcate in the public the respect that is due to the law and our
system of government.
Tony has done many wonderful things. He has been a source of
inspiration to me, to Avant Edenfield, to Willie Moore, to all of the
judges of the Southern District of Georgia, to our court staff, to the
bench, and Bar throughout the forty-three counties of our district.
He could not have done near so much, he would not be nearly the man
he is, without Jeanne's support, her admiration, and her partnership.
I would not say that Jeanne has been long suffering. I would say that
she has been patient and tolerant. She is kind. She is merciful. But
she is just as tough as she needs to be. She has always been a partner
in Tony's professional life. She has never entered the judicial domain.
Through his dignity, through his indefatigable industry, through his
rock-bound integrity and honor, through his courage and talent, Tony
Alaimo has contributed as much to this nation as any judge in the
country.

2004]

ANTHONY A. ALAIMO

1061

A lot of people come here today, none under more trying circumstances
than the speaker that follows me. Two weeks ago, Terry Hodges was an
inch taller than he is now. True. He is the holder of the current Devitt
Award, the most prest~iiusho
thlat is awarded UVofederal judges
throughout the country. He had back surgery eight days ago. But his
respect, his love, and his appreciation for Tony Alaimo brings him to us
today.
HON. W. TERRELL HODGES: President Godsey, members of the
Board of Trustees of Mercer University, colleagues and friends, I would
be remiss if I didn't begin by expressing my appreciation to all of you for
inviting me here this morning to receive the honor of participating in
this program because I know that there are many others of my
colleagues who would jump at the chance to come and extol the virtues
of our honoree this morning. He is truly an exceptional American and
an exceptional judge.
In the few minutes allotted to me, I would like to concentrate, if I
might, on two aspects of his character and some of his specific accomplishments that are highlighted in the biographical sketch you have in
your program. Those two things are his leadership in the federal
judiciary and his courage, both as a judge and as a man.
It was my everlasting good fortune to meet Judge Alaimo in the spring
of 1972 when we came together in Washington at the Federal Judicial
Center as newly appointed district judges together with Judge Wilbur
Owens who was a member of that same class. I think the three of us
were the only ones from this circuit at that particular time, and I had
the pleasure of meeting both Judge Alaimo and Judge Owens then.
I can distinctly remember that when I recovered from his withering
stare and his vice-like grip, I formed the opinion that in the case of
Judge Alaimo, I was in the presence of a person of true character if he
could measure up to his stare and his grip. And over these last thirtyodd years, as I have come to know him as a friend and have admired his
work as a judge both from near and afar, in my opinion at least, Tony
Alaimo embodies more character and integrity than one could possibly
find anywhere else in the world.
Concentrating on his career for a moment, in November of 1976, not
too long after he became district judge in the Southern District of
Georgia, Judge Alaimo became the Chief Judge of the district and served
in that capacity for fourteen years, I think it was, until 1990. In the
meantime, in 1981, there was a very historic event in the life of the
federal judiciary of this country in the passage of the act which created
what is now the Eleventh Circuit, and also amended the law to provide
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that district judges would serve on the Circuit Council, the governing
body of the circuit.
Judge Alaimo was the inaugural member of the Circuit Council of the
Eleventh Circuit representing the district judges of the State of Georgia.
As you might imagine, consistent with everything he has ever achieved
in his life, he did not seek that position. He has never exhibited any
unseemly ambition or self-aggrandizement. He was selected by his
colleagues because he was the best person to serve on the Council at
that time.
As luck (or bad luck) would have it, early on in the life of the new
Eleventh Circuit, the Circuit Council was presented with an unwanted
challenge. A judge in my state had been indicted and was the subject
of enormous public scrutiny for his unethical activity.
All eyes of the federal judiciary turned on the Eleventh Circuit, and
on the Circuit Council in particular, to determine what was going to be
done about this. Someone had to step forward and initiate the
proceedings, then authorized by the statute, to look into this matter on
behalf of the judiciary.
Not surprisingly, in retrospect, I suppose, while we (the judiciary) had
received hundreds of complaints every day from prisoners that had been
sentenced in the court and from unhappy litigants and so forth, there
had been no complaint, formal complaint, about this behavior.
When he did not have to do so, Judge Alaimo stepped forward and
joined in the complaint that triggered an investigation of those
circumstances, ultimately resulting in the offending judge's impeachment
in the United States Senate. I think you don't have to be a judge to
reflect upon the enormous courage that that required and his commitment to the administration of justice in the United States that is shared
by few.
It has always been, as I have thought back on that occasion, an
example or a test of courage that I think few could pass. In September
of 1991, Judge Alaimo became the representative of the circuit as a
whole on the Judicial Conference of the United States.
For those of you who are not aware, the Judicial Conference of the
United States is the governing board of directors, if you will, of the
federal judicial system, with representatives from each of the circuits-a
district judge and the chief judge of the circuit-under the leadership of
the Chief Justice of the United States who serves as chair. His
colleagues here in the Eleventh Circuit wisely selected Judge Alaimo as
one of our early members of the Judicial Conference of the United States
as the district judge representative of this circuit.
And more than that, from 1992 to 1993, he was a member of the
Executive Committee of the Judicial Conference of the United States,
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which means that he was walking in the higher echelons of management
and governance of the federal judiciary as a whole, second only in
authority to the Chief Justice of the United States.
And all of this has Poe
a p--.... migh U1W___
IV
een
an obscure judge in the Southern District of Georgia, in the hamlet of
Brunswick. And if you think about it for a minute, for a person from our
part of the world in the federal judicial system to have achieved what he
has achieved in his career without any, as I mentioned before, unseemly
ambition, and being sought out by his peers to accept positions of
leadership which he has discharged with unbelievable integrity and
courage, is a remarkable tribute, not only to him as a man and a judge,
but also a privilege for all of us for the opportunity to have known and
served with him.
I think it is not so much Judge Alaimo that we honor today but that
Mercer University brings upon itself honor and accolades in recognizing
this distinguished judge and my friend, Anthony A. Alaimo.
HON. GERALD B. TJOFLAT: Mr. President, Mr. Chairman, fellow
colleagues, distinguished guests, I am at the end of the program, and
Tony Alaimo's service to the Nation is my topic.
When we were enrobing back in the green room, Tony said to me,
"This is amazing." I said, "Well, you're amazing." And when you read
this program, which is a digest of his life and yet leaves much out, you
will say, "It is entirely amazing."
I have known this great man since he came to the federal bench in
1971. I came to the district court in the Middle District of Florida, down
the street from Brunswick, in Jacksonville in 1970. And I met him and
Judge Hodges, whom I had already met in the Federal Judicial Center,
in 1971, as they were classmates of mine at the seminar for new district
judges.
And by the way, it was Judge Hodges who joined Judge Alaimo in
pressing the complaint against the judge who was ultimately removed
from office by impeachment in the House and conviction in the Senate.
You have seen in this program, or you've read, where Tony has served
in Texas, Ohio, Alabama, Florida, Illinois, Missouri, and Pennsylvania.
The author of this program missed a few other places. The Panama
Canal Zone when it was still part of the United States found Judge
Alaimo down there administering justice; Puerto Rico; places as far away
as Eugene, Oregon and Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Now how is it that, in addition to the service to the country Judge
Hodges has referred to with the Judicial Conference of the United
States, two chiefjustices appoint him to positions of heavy responsibility,
Warren Burger and William H. Rehnquist-how is it that he went to
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these places? Well, under the law, a district judge can sit in his
circuit-Florida, Georgia, and Alabama in our case-if assigned to do so
by the Chief Judge of the circuit.
I was the Chief Judge of the Circuit during much of the time Judge
Alaimo was Chief Judge of the Southern District of Georgia. And it
must have been back somewhere in the 1980s, he was holding court in
Augusta, in Brunswick, and not only there but in Savannah, too, and as
if that wasn't enough to do, he would say, "I've just got to go spend some
time elsewhere. I've got some free time on my hands."
So he held court in Jacksonville, Orlando, Tampa, Fort Myers, Miami,
Pensacola, Tallahassee, Atlanta, Mobile, Birmingham, Montgomery. He
tried a case not long ago in Montgomery when he had the flu and wound
up-he could have called for somebody else to try this case. But no, not
Judge Alaimo. He wound up in the hospital for a while.
The Chief Justice of the United States is the one who assigned him to
try cases in these far away places, like Eugene, Oregon, Milwaukee,
Chicago, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, and all over Texas.
The chief judge of the district court where he went asked for Judge
Alaimo. It wasn't just the Chief Justice saying, "Well, there's a need in
these places, and here is a judge who will travel. So I'll send him." You
never send a judge to do business in another far away place unless there
is some feeling that this judge can meld in with the bar and the bench
there, and do justice, and command the respect of the people in these far
away places. But such was his reputation, one of courage.
When he would go to these places, he wasn't trying the little cases.
He was trying the dogs because you know how judges are. Sometimes
with really difficult cases, you kind of put them in the drawer for a
while. Then the judge needs help, and here help came. So in a way, our
good friend was the quintessential missionary, an evangelist; a
missionary.
But what makes a man like Tony Alaimo? That's the question we
should think about. What is it that sets him aside from others, that
makes him a little bit different? What is it that gave him the courage
to sit next to an SS Colonel in an opera in Milan, Italy when he was an
escaped prisoner of war?
I met the underground man who was in charge of Tony in Milan
before he got to Switzerland and escaped. I met this man in 1985, and
I said, "I have heard the story about the opera." And he said, "That's
exactly what happened." He said, "He sat next to that SS colonel and
never flinched one bit."
Well, I think that what makes a man like Tony Alaimo and lets him
do what's right regardless of the consequences, what gives him the inner
strength. He learned by example from his parents and from his family.
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I was privileged some years ago to sit next to one of his sisters at dinner,
and she told me of Tony's upbringing in Jamestown, New York. She told
me what he was like as a child, a high school student, and a college
StUUL I.
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St. Francis of Assisi supposedly said, "Preach often. Use words when
necessary." Tony Alaimo preaches often and uses words only when
necessary-very few words, because the way he carries himself is the
preaching.
Now the priest-poet, John Donne, wrote, "No man is an island unto
himself." So where did Tony get his inner strength in times of crisis?
I once attended a church retreat led by the former Archbishop of
Canterbury, Donald Coggin. He talked about what he did in a crisis or
when something unexpected arose, when he needed to be at his very
best. He said he used "arrow prayers." "I just send up an arrow prayer,
and it will be okay."
Tony, you and I have never talked about such things, but I think
that's what you have been doing all along. Thank you.
R. KIRBY GODSEY: Thank you, gentlemen, for those interesting
thoughts and reflections that you shared with us today about our friend,
Tony Alaimo. You certainly reiterated our reason for offering this
special tribute to Judge Alaimo.
At this time, I want to ask Mercer Trustee Judge Griffin B. Bell and
Judge Alaimo to join me at the podium in and to ask each of you to rise
as well.
Will you please stand?
Judge Anthony A. Alaimo, distinguished jurist, respected statesman
of the legal profession, by virtue of the powers vested in me by the Board
of Trustees of Mercer University, we hereby confer upon you the degree
Doctor of Laws in token of which we vest you with this hood. And we
present you this diploma. Congratulations.
ANTHONY A. ALAIMO: Dr. Godsey, Chairman Bishop, members of
the Board of Trustees of Mercer, I am indeed most grateful for this high
honor. I confess that one is never quite prepared for a moment like this.
So I feel like Moses as told in the fourth chapter of Exodus when he
laments, "Oh, Lord, I am not eloquent and I am slow of tongue." Indeed,
Iam.
All that I can say is that my salvation will have to lie when I get
home, and Jeanne will tell me the truth. In truth, I consider myself the
luckiest man in the world. My entire professional life has been
showered with random acts of beneficent fortuity. But in my most
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extravagant dreams and aspirations, I could not envision the honor
conferred on me today.
Of course, much of what has been said about me is grossly overstated.
But what is not an exaggeration is that I consider this event not just as
a tribute to me or my judicial career. It represents a tribute to my loyal
and supportive wife, and my dedicated staff, including my outstanding
law clerks. And it represents a tribute to my judicial colleagues and to
the brilliant lawyers who have appeared before me.
So I, hopefully, consider myself merely as a medium by which the
greatness of our system of justice is recognized. Forgive me a moment
for reminiscing briefly about the odyssey of my professional life. When
one gets as old as I-and there are not many around here who are-except you-there is very little future to contemplate. It is really in
remembrance of things past-as Marcel Proust wrote-that gives most
pleasure and solace to a life.
On reflection over the fifty-six years that I have been a member of the
Bar, and particularly the thirty-two years on the bench, I have found
deep fulfillment in the responsibility with which my colleagues and I are
charged, sometimes pleasant but many times unpleasant.
In this secular society which eschews a supreme being or any moral
authority, it has become unfashionable and politically incorrect to regard
law, in the common law dicta, as being seated in the bosom of God.
Nevertheless, I have found fulfillment in the awesome responsibility to
preserve and protect the core of our heritage embodied in the Constitution of the United States, which I passionately believe remains holy and,
indeed, sacred.
And I perceive that a judge's task is to elevate his mind and heart to
devise and apply the most enlightened judgments that his spirit can
possibly generate. And, of course, his tools are limited, limited to
reasoned discussion, fitting and molding his judgments into the universe
of precedent, and above all, responding to the voice of an aroused
conscience.
But I think the judges, fragile and delicate as their craft may be, must
remain the principal defenders of the freedoms generated by our
Constitution and upon which all of us rely. In sum, my judicial
colleagues and I have been deeply committed to what I perceive to be the
noblest pursuit, the most important goal of a free order and a civilized
society. That is the dispensation of justice-to accord each person in
society his due.
I remind you, though, that many responsible, principled persons have
leveled reasoned criticisms over the granting of unbridled freedom, that
is, freedom without discipline and self-restraint. And as historian Will
Durant wrote, "The extremes of liberty will destroy a democracy." And
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these critics claim that the defense of individual rights has reached such
extremes in our country as to make society defenseless against certain
individuals. That destructive and irresponsible freedom, the argument
goes, a-a lue-ii granitd buwidless space so that society appears to have
little defense against the black hole of human decadence.
Now these critics comment upon the fractionalization of our society by
the emergence of an increasing variety of discrete groups, often with
competing and conflicting demands, so that America is no longer the
melting pot but suffers often from a tyranny of many of these groups.
And the critics conclude that these instances demonstrate that the
smooth veneer of civility is, indeed, very thin, and they warn that it is
time to defend not so many rights, but rather to emphasize human
obligations and individual responsibility.
One must agree that these criticisms merit some serious consideration
if we aspire to be St. Augustine's shining city upon the hill. Nevertheless, we must be ever mindful of the principle that in combating and
struggling against violence and injustice, we should not commit mindless
violence and injustice; that in fighting one's enemy, one should not fulfill
Pogo's observation that "We have met the enemy, and he is us," and that
we should heed Chancellor Thomas More's warning that we must guard
against laying the law of the land flat just to get at the devil.
Now turning to the place of this institution and academia, this
university with its ten disciplines has become a true marketplace of
values, ideas that are not constrained or restrained by the emerging
power of political correctness, ideas not measured by popularity but by
their intrinsic worth in the continual search for the truth. Now much
of this has been inspired by the brilliant leadership of Dr. Kirby Godsey.
He recently wrote, in part, in an essay, "In a world that is battered by
terrorism and war, our high calling as a university is to become an
engine for human hope by calling one another to a life of reason and
justice, and our highest work is to educate a new generation who will
bring creative and imaginative solutions to society's problems, such as
violence and poverty and bigotry."
Now the historian Thomas Reeves said that "From Plato's time,
political thinkers have linked the ingredients of character such as
integrity, prudence, compassion, courage, loyalty, temperance, and the
like with great leadership." I suggest to you that Kirby's life fulfills this
description. So I say that in the pantheon of university president
heroes, Kirby Godsey stands tall.
I cannot close without expressing my deep appreciation to my judicial
colleagues for their presence here. Some of them have traveled
substantial distances to be here.
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In the early 1920s, the Swiss-French composer Arthur Honegger wrote
a beautiful tone poem or oratorio named "King David" depicting the life
of a Biblical figure of that name. And it is, to me, a magnificent piece
running over the entire range of musical expression, telling of the
prophet Samuel and the witch at Endor, of Saul and Johnathan, David
and Goliath, David and Bathsheba, and his battles with the Philistines.
At the conclusion, it portrays David at the end of his life sitting on the
Mount of Olives overlooking the beautiful city of Jerusalem and the
coronation of his son, Solomon. And as he contemplates the wonders of
the universe and reminisces over his life, he looks to the heavens and
cries out to Jehovah, "Oh, what a beautiful life this has been. Bless you
for having given it to me." I join in that cry. God bless you.
R. KIRBY GODSEY: Judge Alaimo, you have distinguished this
university by receiving university honors today. Your presence here is
an enduring tribute to Mercer, and we are grateful to share in this good
day.
At this time, the Mercer Singers, under the direction of Dr. Stanley
Roberts, will perform a special presentation of "God Bless America."

